
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Kingston on Soar Beer festival 
 

COVID -19 

The Government has now issued its roadmap for the end 

of lockdown and a return to some level of normality – but 

we are not there yet so please follow the guidance and stay 

safe. 

If you or your neighbours need support during these 

difficult times, then do look at the Notts County Council 

website for the Nottinghamshire Coronavirus Community 

Support Hub pages 

https://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/care/coronavirus/no

ttinghamshire-coronavirus-community-support-hub 

 

Fibre to the Premises Broadband 

In the January newsletter we reported on the 

Government’s gigabit voucher scheme which gave rural 

communities the opportunity to secure funding for 

ultrafast fibre broadband to properties. 

The application for properties in Kingston on Soar served 

from the BT Openreach cabinet by the railway bridge,  

(i.e. all properties along Kegworth Road as far as Kingston 

Hall), was accepted on the final day that applications 

closed, but to be successful it was still required to be 100% 

funded by the 31st March through households signing up 

to the scheme and pledging to switch to ultrafast 

broadband once it is installed. 

We are delighted to report that the 100% target has now 

been reached meaning the project will go ahead.  This is a 

fantastic achievement, so thanks to everyone for their 

support. 

Unfortunately, this does not cover the entire parish. Due 

to over subscription the first phase of the government 

 

 

 

voucher scheme closed early to new applications. We are 

unable to progress with a planned application for New 

Kingston and Kingston Fields, which are serviced by a 

separate BT Openreach box. While the next phase focuses 

on rural villages, we are sadly not classed as sufficiently 

rural to be eligible. 

Should you wish to you can still pledge your government 

voucher. Please go to 

https://www.openreach.com/connectmycommunity   

If you add your postcode it will take you to the Kingston 

on Soar pledge page. All details, terms and conditions are 

there. For those that have pledged you will receive an 

email about the voucher which you will need to respond 

to within 28 days. We will now be liaising with BT 

Openreach as to when the ultrafast broadband will be 

installed. 

For further information see the Openreach website or 

contact Nicole Elders. Updates and information are also 

being posted on our Facebook page. 

 

Greater Nottingham Strategic Plan 
Growth Options 

The consultation on the GNSP has been re-opened for a 

short period of time. The Greater Nottingham Planning 

Partnership have advised there was technical issue with a 

small number of comments sent by email which were 

blocked by security software and not received. The 

consultation period was reopened for an additional 6 

weeks with a deadline for comments of Wednesday 24th 

March 2021.  They have confirmed that the Parish 

Councils comments have been received. 
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The 5 Parish Councils in the Gotham ward have continued 

to hold regular meetings in preparation for the next round 

of consultation which is expected sometime after May. A 

small sub-group also met with Rushcliffe MP Ruth 

Edwards to express our concerns.  

We will keep you informed as more details emerge.  

 

East Midland Freeport 

 

The Government announced this month that the East 

Midlands will be one of eight new Freeports in England. 

The area covered will include the Ratcliffe-on-Soar power 

which has been earmarked for redevelopment as a Green 

Technology Park 

 

 

 

Nuclear Fusion Power Plant  

You may have also seen in the news that Nottinghamshire 

County Council are expected to submit an Expression of 

Interest for a site close to the existing Ratcliffe on Soar 

power plant later this month, in response to the 

Government’s STEP programme to design and build a 

prototype fusion power plant. The Government will only 

be selecting one site from around the country. 

STEP is an ambitious programme to design and build a 

prototype fusion power plant. It is a Government 

programme, currently with £222 million funding to 

produce a concept design by 2024. It is hoped that the 

STEP prototype will demonstrate the commercial 

viability of fusion.  

 

The learning from this will enable the future 

development of a fleet of commercial fusion plants. 

The programme is being run in three phases: 

• Phase 1 – produce a concept design by 2024. 

• Phase 2 – design to be developed through 

detailed engineering designs, while all consents 

and permissions to build the plant are sought. 

• Phase 3 – construction of the prototype power 

plant will begin in phase 3, targeting completion 

around 2040. 

 

Nuclear Fusion is very different technology to Nuclear 

Fission which is the process used in current nuclear 

power plants.  A fusion reactor produces helium, which 

is an inert gas and no radioactive waste by-products 

therefore result from the process. 

 

Parish Clerk Successor 

We still have had no success in finding a replacement for 

our Parish Clerk, Richard Parrey, who has been planning 

to retire from the role for many months now. Richard has 

decided that March will be his final month. We do 

desperately need to find someone to take on this role.   

The role does come with a modest remuneration. If anyone 

is interested, then please contact Councilor Mark Johnson 

or Richard Parrey in the first instance for further 

information. 

 

 

Village Hall Refurbishment  

Village Hall refurbishment works are continuing. Further 

funding is still required to complete all the desired 

improvements and funding bids are being prepared.  

Updates will appear on the Facebook page “What’s on in 

Kingston on Soar”. 

 



Trees on the Green 

The planned removal of the three trees on the Green 

progressed in February. They will be replaced by three 

new trees and a consultation was issued to all households 

to ask for feedback and preferences for their replacement. 

The consultation closed on 7th March. Thanks to those 

who responded with useful comments and positive 

suggestions. The Parish Council is in the process of 

reviewing those comments and will propose a preferred 

option. 

 

 

Village Plan 

The Parish Council are continuing with the preparation of 

the Village Plan. A consultation questionnaire was issued 

with the last newsletter. Thank you to those households 

who took the time to respond. The responses are now 

being analysed, and your feedback will help us 

understand what the Parish Council priorities should be 

in terms of targeting funds for improvements and 

responding to wider development proposals and policies 

that could impact our village. 

 

 

Kingston on Soar Beer Festival 

If the Government’s Covid 19 roadmap goes to plan, then 

we should be able to hold the 2021 beer festival later in 

the year.  

We are provisionally setting a date of the 3rd week of 

September. More updates will follow in the newsletter 

and on our Facebook page. 

 

Free Arts Project for Kingston 
Residents 

We are working with Live & Local to bring a free arts 

project to Kingston on Soar. 

 

Sarah Roberts is a visual artist whose project inspires 

people to keep a record of their ‘lockdown life’ every day 

for a week either by writing, drawing, writing poems or 

taking photographs. Sarah will provide some prompts for 

people. People will then send in their contributions to 

Sarah via post or email who will use all the material to 

create bespoke concertina books. Everyone who has 

participated will receive a printed copy and photos can be 

shared with the wider community. Sarah will provide all 

the materials and instructions and will speak directly with 

those taking part and can also hold a Zoom session 

demonstrating how the books are produced and some 

creative ideas for people. She will be available 

throughout the project to answer questions directly. 

 

It would be great to build up lovely full books of our 

collective lockdown tales - this could be photos, 

drawings, thoughts, poems, stories- if you would like to 

get involved please contact Nicole Elders 

nicole.e.elders@gmail.com 

 

More details will appear on our Facebook page. 

 

 

Village Hall Events  

The planned programme of Village Hall events remains 

on hold until lockdown restrictions ease sufficiently for 

us to be able to deliver events in a safe manner.  

However we are exploring opportunities with Live and 

Local events who are restarting with Covid safe offerings 

from May- August.  

Planning Applications  

Ref. No: 21/00375/FUL Hawthorns, Kingston Fields – 

proposed construction of a single storey rear extension 

 

2021 Census 

This event will take place on 21st March 2021. All 

parishioners will receive a letter in the post which will 

explain the options of how to complete it.  

You must complete the census by law 

 

Local Elections 

County Council elections will take place on 6th May 2021.   

On the same day elections for the Police Commissioner 

will take place. 

mailto:nicole.e.elders@gmail.com


St Winifred’s Church 

A message from our Village church: 

Easter and Thanksgiving Service: 

Our church has been closed since January but will re-

open on Sunday 4th April and should remain open 

thereafter. The first service is on Easter Sunday, 

traditionally a good time to celebrate new life and look 

forward to a brighter future. Although Covid will not have 

disappeared by then it should have been largely beaten so 

you can also regard this as a thanksgiving service for our 

recovery from the pain and misery of the last twelve 

months. 

There will be no singing, face masks must be worn and 

seating is on alternate pews so the church will be safe for 

anybody who wants to attend a service. A list of service 

times is displayed in the lichgate, on the village hall notice 

board and in the bus shelter and the church will remain 

open during daytime on other days so that anybody can 

come in for quiet contemplation. 

The flowers in the churchyard are just coming into bloom 

so anybody is also welcome just to visit or stay awhile to 

escape life’s worries. 

Future Meetings 

The next Annual Parish Council meeting is scheduled for 

Tuesday 11th May 2021 at 7.00 pm which will be followed 

by the Parish Council AGM. The meeting will take place 

via zoom due to coronavirus guidance. Please see our 

website for updates. 

 

Newsletter articles 

If you would like to share a news story in the Parish 

newsletter, or would like an electronic copy of the 

newsletter, please email me on:  

daf247@gmail.com 

 

More information is kept on the Parish website: 

www.kingston-on-soar-pc.co.uk 

 

Facebook page – “What’s on in Kingston on Soar” 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Community-

Organization/Whats-on-in-Kingston-on-Soar-

121837239212174/ 

Your Parish Councillors are: 
 

Mark Johnson 

(Chairman) Planning  

51 West Leake Lane 

0115 983 0316 

 

Gill Aldridge (Vice 

Chair) Finance 

2 Long Row 

01509 672944 

 

Stuart Dale 

Environment 

24 Kegworth Rd 

01509 672703 

 

David Fairbanks 

Newsletter Editor 

The Old Rectory, 

Kingston Fields  

07570 068675 

 

Nicole Elders 

Entertainment 

8 Kingston Hall  

01509 767422 

 

Wendy Melville       

Traffic & Highways  

17 West Leake Lane 

0115 9831344 

Your Parish Clerk is: 

Richard Parrey  

 

 

61 West Leake Lane  

0115 983 0730 
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