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KINGSTON ON SOAR PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in Kingston Village Hall at 7:00 pm on Monday 24th January 2022
Present: 

Cllr M Johnson (Chair)







Cllr G Aldridge (Vice Chair)
Cllr S Dale











Cllr N Elders
Cllr D Fairbanks









Cllr W Melville
Borough Councillor Rex Walker 




Nottinghamshire County Councillor Matt Barney

R Hague (Clerk) and 1 member of the public 
1
CHAIRMAN’S WELCOME


Cllr Johnson welcomed those attending the meeting.

2
APOLOGIES
No apologies.
3
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 


None.
4
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

A parishioner asked what the current situation was regarding large scale planning in New Kingston and on this side of the A453.

Cllr Walker spoke of the allocation of the New Kingston site within the Greater Nottingham Strategic Plan, Rushcliffe currently have a surplus of around 5000 houses should all their other large scale developments go through, however, the City Council has a shortfall of around 4500 houses and Rushcliffe may be expected to pick up some of this shortfall. Cllr Walker considers development at New Kingston to currently be low risk.

The power station site on both sides of the A453 is within the greenbelt and Rushcliffe need to decide if there are sufficient special circumstances to allow for development within the greenbelt. It was felt that the other side of the A453 is more like a brownfield site and development could more easily be argued for this side. Cllr Fairbank added that the Council are keen to see the green technology park actually used for that purpose, with a strong design code and not in time used as an industrial storage site. Cllr Walker noted the cumulative effect of these separate developments when considered alongside the 2 proposed solar farms.

Cllr Barney added that the site was no longer in the running to be developed into a nuclear fusion plant. In order for businesses to obtain the financial benefits of the freeport they need to be open and operational by 2026. Locally this would create thousands of jobs. 

The parishioner expressed concerns about the potential odour from the incinerator site if rubbish was left piled outside. Cllr Barney had visited another similar site and advised in his experience the odour was inside the building but not outside.
5

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 26TH OCTOBER 2021
The minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 26th October 2021 were accepted by the Council and signed by Cllr Johnson as a true account of the meeting. 
6

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 26TH OCTOBER 2021 
No matters arising.
7

BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCIL REPORT

Cllr Walker reported that over the last year there had been 100 prosecutions for fly tipping and a 30% reduction of fly tipping incidents. Cllr Melville continues to report fly tipping, Cllr Walker agreed to follow up rubble which had been reported five weeks ago just before Ridgeway, close to Gypsum Way. In terms of planning enforcement there had been no further progress with the former compound on West Leake Lane reverting back to its original use or with the informal skate park by the railway station. Cllr Walker recommended parishioners view the Fairham Life website which has drone footage of the land and groundworks being carried out. Planning is now in place for the first parcel of land. Work to the Mill Hill roundabout near the park and ride  is still a few years away. 
009/2022

Cllr Barney spoke of the need for the County Council to see plans of how HS2 will come across from Birmingham and how it will link to East Midlands Parkway station as soon as possible.

A joint response to the Borough Council’s Boundary Review had been submitted, Cllr Barney spoke of a close affinity between Sutton Bonington and Kingston on Soar and that it was a shame the villages would be parted but this option provided the best solution.

If the Parish Council would like to create a wildflower area consent from Via will be required. Cllrs Barney and Elders to discuss outside of the meeting.

Cllr Fairbank reported that the flight path had moved again and air craft were cutting the corner and going over New Kingston again. Cllr Elders noted that during lockdown there was an increase in training flights from East Midlands Airport but this should have reduced again now.
Cllr Barney is now part of the Adult Social Care Committee at the County Council.

8

HIGHWAYS AND FOOTPATHS 



Cllr Melville had reported that the streetlights at the top end of West Leake Lane were off on 14th January, these are still not working, Cllr Barney to chase with Nottinghamshire County Council.
Cllrs Barney, Johnson and Melville met to look at highways matters. Problems with grab wagons using West Leake Lane appear to have been addressed by the police, as they are no longer using the road. Cllr Barney took photos of the potholes on West Leake Lane and the condition of the pavement along Gotham Road and had reported this back to Highways. The residents of Evan’s Lodge had contacted Cllr Melville expressing concerns about the safety of exiting their property due to the speed of traffic and asked that consideration could be given to extending the 30mph zone. Cllr Melville noted that even within the 30mph zone motorists did not stick to this limit and it was also the problem of enforcement. Cllr Barney to provide an official response to the request. 
9
VILLAGE HALL AND CAR PARK

A) VILLAGE HALL UPDATE

Kingston Village Events Team won Rushcliffe Community Group of the Year in December. Rushcliffe Borough Council intend to use some of the interview footage for National Village Halls week. Funding received from Cllr Barney will be used for a new bar sign, outdoor socket and jacket potato oven. 
The Council discussed the potential for lights on the village green next Christmas, the logistics and costing for this requires some investigation as there is currently no readily available power source, it was suggested this could be incorporated with refurbishment of The Pump House.
The next renovation project at the Village Hall is the toilets. A bid for funding had been submitted to the Morrisons Foundation but had not been successful. There are other funding options to apply for. The Village Hall currently has £2380 funding from Nottinghamshire County Council for the toilet renovations which will be lost if the work is not completed. The full project is over £20,000 and includes conversion of the men’s toilets into a men’s and disabled toilet and refurbishment of the ladies toilets, including a new roof and insulation, this accounts for the majority of the cost. It was suggested the work could be split to enable the work to the men’s toilets to be completed with the funding currently available.
The Village Events Team intend to hold more events this year including Sunday brunches and more meals, however, are limited on the number of Temporary Events Notices to enable the serving of alcohol. 

B) CAR PARK UPDATE

The Village Hall are looking at potentially installing CCTV cameras and Councillors discussed the possibility of teaming up to have an additional camera for the car park. 
The hedge around the perimeter of the car park requires cutting, Cllr Elders had already obtained one quote. Clerk to contact MRA Group who provide the grass cutting to see if they can quote for the work. Councillors to agree outside of the meeting which contractor to use as the work needs to be completed before the bird nesting season.
010/2022
10

EMPLOYMENT OF NEW CLERK


A) TERMS OF EMPLOYMENT AND CONTRACT

NALC’s template for contract of employment had been circulated prior to the meeting. The contract was signed by Cllr Johnson and R Hague.

B) PAYROLL AND WORK PROCEDURES

It was agreed that the clerk would ask the accountant who currently processes the payroll for her other councils to process the payroll, this is currently charged at £40 per annum. The Council would be set up as an employer with HMRC.

It was agreed that rather than buying a new computer and printer the clerk would use her own and invoice for printing consumables accordingly. It was agreed the clerk would purchase either an external hard drive or USB drive to safely store the Parish Council’s files, this needs to be password protected.

C) NEW EMAIL ADDRESS

A new email address for the Parish Council had been set up, details had been provided to the various external organisations including Nottinghamshire County Council, Rushcliffe Borough Council and NALC. Any parishioners wishing to contact the Parish Council can do so on kingstononsoarparishcouncil@gmail.com.

11

FINANCE



A) PAYMENTS



A list of payments had been circulated prior to the meeting and were accepted by the Council. 

The clerk had reviewed the transactions and invoices for the current financial year, it was apparent that the transaction for the web hosting and domain name fee did not include the VAT which had been paid by Cllr Aldridge. A correction payment of £5.20 was required, this would be made out of petty cash.
The bank account for Community Events had run out of cheques during the Beer Festival, in order to pay suppliers some payments were made out of the Parish Council bank account. The locum clerk had made two payments one for the insurance and a second for trees using the bank card, this card is associated with the Community Events account, not the Parish Council account. In order to correct the balances in the accounts a transfer of £783.22 is required from the Parish Council account to the Community Events account. This will be completed once online banking is set up.

An invoice for the trees from Barcham Trees is missing, Cllr Dale to contact Barcham Trees for a replacement copy. 
B) BANKING ARRANGEMENTS

HSBC has introduced a banking charge for accounts, this is £5 per month per account with additional charges for issuing cheques and paying in cash. Options for free banking are now very limited and therefore the Council agreed to remain with HSBC for the time being. It was agreed to set up online banking with HSBC and to close the Co-operative account which had been ring fenced for the car park, remaining funds would be used towards the hedge cutting and future ongoing payments would be made out of the Parish Council account. It was agreed to keep the Community Events which include the Live and Local events and the Beer Festival under the umbrella of the Parish Council.
C) DRAFT BUDGET AND PRECEPT

Due to the employment of the clerk and general price increases the costs for 2022/23 are expected to increase significantly for the Parish Council. In order to minimise the impact on parishioners the Council agreed to make these increases over several years. The Council agreed to submit a precept request of £5000 which represents a 7.9% increase on a Band D property.

12

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT MATTERS


A) NEW APPLICATIONS


22/00001/FUL - Change of use of existing private residential garage to an office for a financial service business. (Retrospective) - 2 St Winifred’s Court, Kingston On Soar, Nottingham – No objections.

B) ONGOING APPLICATIONS AND RBC DECISIONS

21/02830/FUL - Construction of single storey rear extension. External alteration includes application of render. - 28 Kegworth Road, Kingston On Soar – RBC Permission Granted

011/2022
21/02593/FUL - Single Storey Rear Extension - 26 Kegworth Road Kingston On Soar – RBC Permission Granted
C) OTHER DEVELOPMENT MATTERS
None.

13

ENVIRONMENT

A) TREES ON THE GREEN UPDATE

There were no further updates on this, Cllr Dale to follow up. The £300 funding from Cllr Barney towards the commemorative oak tree had been received.

Cllr Dale reported that the footpath towards Ratcliffe on Soar had been blocked off and slats removed from the bridge.
14
COMMUNITY EVENTS
Cllr Elders reported that the children’s Christmas party had gone well. The Live & Local event in December had been well attended but the one last week less so. The next Live & Local event is scheduled for April. The programme of events for the upcoming year will be launched in March. It was agreed that Cllr Elders would review this and select either 3 or 4 events.


All the beer glasses have now sold, Cllr Elders to facilitate a competition to design a new logo for the new glasses. 


It was agreed to have a BBQ and band to celebrate the Queen’s platinum jubilee in June. Cllr Elders to lead the organisation of this. 


Cllr Elders had brought along £154 from the ticket sales for the Live & Local event in December, £972.50 from beer sales and the float for the Beer Festival and £120 from the ticket sales for the Live & Local event in January. This totalled £1246,50 and is in addition to payments which were made by card which were transferred straight into the bank account. It was agreed to make a £1000 donation towards the Village Hall refurbishment from the profit made at the Beer Festival. £210 of the cash was used to pay for the bouncy castle for the Christmas party and the remaining £36.50 would be held as a cash float for the next Live & Local event.
15

PARISH WEBSITE AND FACEBOOK PAGE – UPDATE

The clerk can now access and update the website. Cllr Aldridge has removed outdated information but noted the website could do with redeveloping. Cllr Aldridge to contact the gentleman who manages the Beer Festival website to see if he is able to create a new website and if so at what cost. Cllr Elders keeps the Facebook page up to date.
16

NEWSLETTER

To include an update on U3A events, mobile library details, summary of tonight’s meeting and a thanks to the parishioners carrying out a regular litter pick.

17

CORRESPONDENCE


A) EMAIL REGARDING VERMIN ON WEST LEAKE LANE



Noted and discussed, agreed no further action to be taken.



B) NOTTINGHAMSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL – FLOOD RISK – RIPARIAN RESPONSIBILITIES LEAFLET



Noted, no further action required.
18

COUNCILLOR REPORTS AND NEXT AGENDA ITEMS 

Next agenda – State of the Pump House
19

DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

Wednesday 21st  March 2022 at 7.00pm in the Kingston Village Hall 

Meeting closed at 9.45pm.
Signed:
















Dated:[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]



PAGE  
3

